The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Faculty Athletics Committee
Minutes of Meeting: January 8, 2013
Present:

Committee Members: Lissa Broome, Beverly Foster, Eugene Orringer, Barbara
Osborne, Eileen Parsons, Andy Perrin, Joy Renner, John Stephens, Holden Thorp
Athletic Department Personnel: Bubba Cunningham, Vince Ille
Other Advisors: Harold Woodard
Guests: Melvin Backman (DTH), Andrew Carter (News & Observer), Steve
Farmer (Admissions), Deborah Stroman (Exercise and Sport Science)

I. Preliminary Matters
Committee members and guests introduced themselves. The minutes from the December
meeting were approved with the correction that the references to Tier 1 will be changed to Level
1 for consistency.
II. Information from the Athletics Director
Athletic Director Bubba Cunningham announced that the Athletic Department’s Strategic Plan
would be rolled out on January 9. It was suggested that he consider providing additional detail
on the plan to interested committee members from 4:00 to 4:30 preceding the February FAC
meeting and that he consider asking for time to outline the highlights of the plan at an upcoming
Faculty Council meeting.
III. Needs and Follow-up from the FAC Chair
Joy Renner reported on the ASPSA Director search. The search committee has a meeting
scheduled later in January to discuss the three candidates and their strengths and weaknesses.
FAC members have had an opportunity to meet with each candidate during the campus interview
process. Professor Renner is waiting until the new ASPSA director is in place to discuss further
with the director the suggestion from FAC to consider establishing departmental contacts for
student-athletes and recruits through the Directors of Undergraduate Studies.
The faculty informational video is under construction. Professor Renner previewed the topics for
upcoming FAC meetings:
February – Advising (Eileen Parsons distributed two documents to be reviewed prior to the next
FAC meeting at which Lee May, a counselor from Steele Building, will also be present to
discuss the role of Academic Advisors)
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March – Advising and Academics (including academic support, reports on majors, and academic
metrics used in the Athletic Department’s strategic plan)
April – Policies, Procedures, and Operations
The group headed by Hunter Rawlings will begin its discussions when the campus reviews are
completed. The discussion will broadly consider the role of intercollegiate athletics.
Professor Renner is providing a monthly update on the activities of FAC at the Faculty Council
meetings. At the December meeting, she updated Faculty Council on the FAC activities during
its Fall 2012 meetings and presented three questions that had been raised from the Athletics
Reform Group (ARG). The first question related to the use of the term “student-athlete.”
Professor Renner said that FAC will not address this question since it is a national topic. The
second question related to the composition of FAC and whether there should be a requirement
that FAC members all teach undergraduates. It was noted that the FAC’s representative to the
nominating committee has always been asked by the committee to emphasize this criteria in
nominating members to the committee, that many people currently on the committee teach
undergraduates including some whose appointment is in a professional school, that the issues
FAC considers are not restricted to undergraduate teaching, and that at the end of the day it is the
faculty that elect the FAC members from a slate of diverse candidates.
The third issue identified by the ARG was generally related to the time demands on studentathletes and how the NCAA defined “countable athletically related activities” in its limit of 20
hours per week of such activities during the playing season and 8 hours per week of such
activities outside of the playing season. A slide setting forth examples of countable and noncountable activities was distributed to FAC and this slide is part of training presented to all
student-athletes by the Athletic Department’s Compliance Office. This topic resulted in a broadranging discussion regarding time demands faced by students who participate in extracurricular
activities other than intercollegiate athletics, the possible burden presented by student-athletes
who enter college less well-prepared than other students in the classroom and whether this might
be related to the time demands of athletics. Professor Renner concluded this exchange by asking
how we can ensure that discussion about athletics is collaborative rather than adversarial so that
communication among all relevant groups will be fostered and enhanced.
IV. Admissions
Steve Farmer resumed a discussion of admissions issues related to student-athletes. It was noted
that University of North Carolina System’s Minimum Admissions Requirements (MAR) are
increasing for students entering in Fall 2013. The minimum high school GPA will increase
from 2.3 to 2.5 and the minimum SAT will increase from 750 to 800. Some students are also
reported as exceptions because they fail to meet the Minimum Course Requirements (MCR).
The Chancellor has to sign off on any student admitted who is MAR or MCR deficient.
Steve Farmer asked FAC to consider what measures matter in measuring student success.
Should it be graduation rate? GPA? He also focused that the emphasis on the number of Level 1
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students is misplaced; we should be considering how we can move forward with the entire group
of student-athletes admitted to UNC.
VII. Closed Session
Pursuant to a motion by Lissa Broome in accordance with N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-318.11, the
committee went into closed session to prevent the disclosure of privileged or confidential
information. That motion was seconded and approved. Visitors to the committee (other than
Steve Farmer) left the room and the committee proceeded in its closed session discussing
confidential issues related to specific students, their credentials at admission, and their
subsequent academic performance at the University.
At the conclusion of the committee’s discussion (at which no action was taken), Lissa Broome
moved that the committee conclude its closed session and move into open session. That motion
was seconded and approved.
VIII. The Martin Report and the Baker Tilly Report
Joy Renner encouraged the committee to review the reports posted on
http://academicreview.unc.edu with an eye to what they might suggest for monitoring
mechanisms and strategies moving forward.
The meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m.
The next meeting is February 5, 2013.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Lissa Broome
Attachments:
Reports pertaining to Academics and Athletics: Academic Advising Aspects
Academic Advising Program Personnel; ASPSA Personnel
Carolina Compliance – Countable Athletically Related Activities
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